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think I remember meeting you after throw-
ing out that ball. I was about 5 feet off the
ground; I went with kind of a rising slider.
[Laughter] But it was an amazing experience,
and Bob was there with Joe Torre. And I
really felt proud to be an American at that
moment. I know the players did, as well.

I want to congratulate the vice president
and general manager, Joe Garagiola, Jr.—I’m
always suspicious of guys who’s got a famous
father. [Laughter] And Rich Dozer; and of
course, Jerry, I want to congratulate you and
the ownership group; and all the great play-
ers.

The players gave us a fabulous Series. I
can’t think of a better way to end a World
Series, particularly in a time of national need,
than in the bottom of the ninth, in the sev-
enth game—everybody watching in the
country, people cheering one way or the
other, such joy and jubilation.

So I want to thank the players. I also par-
ticularly want to thank the players for going
to Ground Zero. I know Matt Williams’ quote
was one that caught my attention, when he
said, ‘‘We’re glad to get a chance to shake
the hands and talk to some of the true Amer-
ican heroes.’’

It really meant a lot to the people of New
York to see the Diamondbacks, kind of the
foe of the mighty Yankees, go to Ground
Zero and to thank those people whose lives
were hurting a lot, people who had spent
enormous amounts of energy trying to rescue
a fallen brother or sister because of what the
enemy had done. And I really want to thank
you all for doing that. It was a true class act;
not only a great baseball team but you’re ob-
viously a group of really fine human beings.
And for that the Nation is grateful, and thank
you.

God bless the players here and their fami-
lies. It’s a fabulous time of year, as you can
see. The White House is just majestic in its
beauty. It’s a special honor to be the Presi-
dent of the United States at any time. It’s
especially a special honor to be at a time
when our Nation is bound together for a
common cause, and that’s to fight and win
the war against terror.

So welcome to the White House, con-
gratulations, and may God bless you all.

[At this point, Jerry Colangelo, Arizona
Diamondbacks chairman and chief executive
officer, made brief remarks, and pitchers
Curt Schilling and Randy Johnson presented
the President with a gift.]

The President. Thanks. You can just stay
down there, and I’ll stand here—[laugh-
ter]—kind of like the jockey. [Laughter]
Curt, thanks; I love the relationship you have
with your son. [Inaudible] Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Bob Brenly, manager, Joe
Garagiola, Jr., vice president and general man-
ager, Rich Dozer, president, and Matt Williams,
infielder, Arizona Diamondbacks; and Joe Torre,
manager, New York Yankees.

Message on the Observance of Eid
al-Fitr
December 13, 2001

I am pleased to send greetings and best
wishes to those across the globe who are cele-
brating Eid al-Fitr.

For Muslims, the Eid is a festive occasion,
celebrating service rendered to God during
the holy month of Ramadan. During this spe-
cial time, it is also a tradition to help those
in need. Performing acts of charity remains
a tradition common across many faiths, chal-
lenging each of us to make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of others through gen-
erosity, kindness, and compassion.

Today, due to drought and dictatorship,
millions of people in Afghanistan are hungry
and face the prospect of a harsh winter.
Americans are working with many nations to
provide food, medicine, and clothing to the
people of Afghanistan. We resolve to work
in partnership with other nations to assist
with rebuilding their nation.

The teachings of many faiths share much
in common. And people of many faiths are
united in our commitments to love our fami-
lies, to protect our children, and to build a
more peaceful world. In the coming year, let
us resolve to seize opportunities to work to-
gether in a spirit of friendship and coopera-
tion. Through our combined efforts, we can
end terrorism and rid our civilization of the

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 08:15 Dec 18, 2001 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P50DET4.014 pfrm01 PsN: P50DET4



1786 Dec. 13 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

damaging effects of hatred and intolerance,
ultimately achieving a brighter future for all.

Laura and I wish Muslims around the
world a joyous Eid, and peace, health, and
prosperity in the year ahead.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Proclamation 7514—Wright
Brothers Day, 2001
December 13, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On December 17, 1903, from the dunes

near Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, Orville
Wright made the first manned flight in an
engine-powered aircraft. Though the flight
only covered 120 feet and lasted just 12 sec-
onds, Orville and his brother Wilbur Wright
changed history on that cold and gusty winter
day.

Success had not come easily to the Wright
brothers. Many thought powered flight im-
possible; and skeptics called the Wrights
dreamers for even entertaining the idea.
Undeterred, the Wrights spent years in
study, analyzing the flight of birds and experi-
menting with model airplanes in their bicycle
shop in Dayton, Ohio. After many trials and
errors, the Wright brothers finally achieved
a controlled flight and opened the door to
a new world.

On December 17 of each year, we honor
the Wright brothers for their contributions
to our Nation. Their invention of powered
flight made the world community more con-
nected. We have since traveled to the Moon
and back, and space shuttles orbit our planet.
All of these amazing advances can be traced
back to that windy day at Kitty Hawk when
the indomitable will of the Wrights per-
severed to triumph over the supposed impos-
sible.

Air travel now is an essential part of this
Nation’s everyday life. This proud industry
will endure through the new challenges pre-
sented by the tragedies of September 11.

Joining together as a Nation, we will continue
to strengthen security while maintaining the
economic and social benefits of an efficient
air transportation system.

This Wright Brothers Day we salute all the
scientific pioneers and visionaries who, de-
spite the critics, have over come seemingly
insurmountable odds and made great ad-
vances for man. The Wright brothers’ perse-
verance and creativity can serve as an inspira-
tion for those inventors who will take us to
new heights in the 21st century.

The Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved December 17, 1963 (77 Stat. 402; 36
U.S.C. 143), has designated December 17 of
each year as ‘‘Wright Brothers Day,’’ and has
authorized and requested the President to
issue annually a proclamation inviting the
people of the United States to observe that
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 17,
2001, as Wright Brothers Day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of December,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:38 a.m., December 14, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 17.

Remarks at a Holiday Reception for
the Special Olympics
December 13, 2001

The President. Good evening. Good
evening, everyone. Laura and I are so
pleased to welcome you to the White House
as we pay tribute to a great organization and
the really good people behind it.

In a moment, we will hear from Eunice
Kennedy Shriver, who has made the Special
Olympics her life’s work. If you ever had any
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